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2027 Mental Health Safety Net Grant Program Questions 
and Answers 
U P D A T E D  A U G U S T  5 ,  2 0 2 6  

Q1. The “Mental Health Qualifying Data Attestation” form has been updated to the 
2027 form. When pulling data for number of uninsured patients under age 21 
receiving mental health services, please pull data from July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026.  

A1. The “Mental Health Qualifying Data Attestation” form has been updated on the application website.   

Q2. We are a government institution, a local city, that is designated as an Essential 
Community Provider. Would we be eligible to apply for this grant?   

A2. No, government entities that are Essential Community Providers are not eligible. Minnesota Statute 145.929 
states that only nonprofit community mental health clinics that are designated as an essential community 
provider under section 62Q.19 are eligible.  

Q3. Can we use funds from this grant to support underinsured youth?     

A3. No, funds from the Mental Health Safety Net grant can only be used to support uninsured youth under age 
21. 

Q4. My question is regarding the LOI: it is asking us: Please upload documentation 
showing current Community Mental Health Center or Essential Community Provider 
status. We are not a community health center or essential community provider. It is 
also asking us: Please upload documentation showing that the clinic offers free or 
reduced-cost mental health care to patients under the age of 21 with family incomes 
below 275 percent of the federal poverty guidelines who do not have insurance for 
mental health services. We are a health and wellness HUB, we provide this services 
but we are not a clinic. 

A4. Minnesota Statute 145.929 states that only nonprofit community mental health clinics that are designated 
as an essential community provider under section 62Q.19 are eligible. The statute also requires that eligible 
organizations also provide free or reduced-cost mental health care to patients under the age of 21 with family 
incomes below 275 percent of the federal poverty guidelines. If you are not a nonprofit community mental 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/145.929
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/2025/cite/62Q.19
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/145.929
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/2025/cite/62Q.19
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health clinics that are designated as an essential community provider or you do not have a policy to providing 
free or reduced cost care, then your organization would not be eligible for the Mental Health Safety Net Grant.  

Q5. Can these funds be used to pay the cost of the visit for mental health services by 
qualified youth, which reduces the uncompensated care burden of the community 
mental health agency? 

A5. Yes, funds may be used to pay for the cost of care for uninsured youth under age 21 with family incomes 
below 275 percent of the federal poverty guidelines. 

Q6. How does the funding level this year compare to previous years? 

A6. Funds available this year (2027) are the same as the last several years at $394,000.  

Q7. We would like to use the grant to provide mental health services to children at a 
local teen center. This would be providing group education, helping students with 
coping skills and big feelings, and if there is parental consent the ability to do some 
therapy.  Would this grant be able to help cover the staff costs with providing this 
service? These would not be billable services. My concern is with verifying the poverty 
level. As this is a drop in teen space, that may not be possible on an individual basis. 

A7. Minnesota Statute 145.929 requires that the funds be used to support low-income uninsured youth under 
age 21. Any grant funds used would need to be for services for this population and documentable that they 
qualify for the funding.  
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To obtain this information in a different format, call: 651-201-3780. 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/145.929
mailto:health.safetynetgrants@state.mn.us
http://www.health.state.mn.us/
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