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MLS Laboratory Update: APHL Webinar - From 
Soil to the Sickbed: Candida auris, Aspergillus 
and Beyond 
 

O C T O B E R  2 0 T H ,  2 0 2 6  

Purpose of this Message:  
To provide awareness to MLS laboratorians about an APHL webinar being held, Monday 
October 27th, 2026, from 1:00 pm CT. The FREE webinar will focus on the current trends in 
rising antifungal resistance, diagnostic methods for fungal identification, and susceptibility 
testing.  

Action Item: 
Register for From the Soil to the Sickbed: Candida auris, Aspergillus and Beyond Live - APHL 
Learning Center (https://learn.aphl.org/learn/courses/857/from-the-soil-to-the-sickbed-
candida-auris-aspergillus-and-beyond-live) 

Background: 
The rise of antifungal resistant pathogens is an urgent threat. Access to high-quality and 
expedient fungal identification and antifungal susceptibility results is critical to patient care and 
public health action. In this webinar, experts will share the testing available in clinical 
laboratories, as well as advanced characterization and antifungal susceptibility testing (AFST) 
available through the Antimicrobial Resistance Laboratory Network (AR Lab Network). 
Participants will gain insights on the methods available for fungal identification and AFST; as 
well as how clinical and public health laboratories collaborate to address this growing public 
health concern. 

Additional Information:  
Registration for this event is free. Follow the instructions in the link above. This program is 
intended for clinical and public health laboratory staff, microbiology students, microbiology 
laboratory staff, epidemiologists, research scientists and anyone else interested in learning 
more about fungal identification and antifungal susceptibility testing. 
 
For questions please contact:   
Paula Snippes Vagnone  
Microbiology Supervisor, Infectious Disease Laboratory  
paula.snippes@state.mn.us   
651-201-5581 
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THIS IS AN UPDATE FROM THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH – PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY (MDH-PHL) AND THE 
MINNESOTA LABORATORY SYSTEM (MLS). THIS MESSAGE IS BEING SENT TO MLS LABORATORY CONTACTS SERVING MINNESOTA 
RESIDENTS. YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO REPLY TO THIS MESSAGE.   

**PLEASE FORWARD THIS TO ALL APPROPRIATE PERSONNEL WITHIN YOUR INSTITUTION AND HEALTH SYSTEM**   

THE CONTENT OF THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED FOR PUBLIC HEALTH AND HEALTH CARE PERSONNEL AND RESPONSE PARTNERS 
WHO HAVE A NEED TO KNOW THE INFORMATION TO PERFORM THEIR DUTIES. IT IS FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. DO NOT 
DISTRIBUTE BEYOND THE INTENDED RECIPIENT GROUPS AS DESCRIBED IN THIS MESSAGE.   

Minnesota Laboratory System 
Minnesota Department of Health, Public Health Laboratory  
601 Robert St. N, St. Paul, MN 55164-0899 
651-201-5200 
health.mnlabsystem@state.mn.us  
www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/idlab/mls/index.html 

To obtain this information in a different format, call: 651-201-5200. 
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