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Administrative Law
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Judge Eric Lipman



In-person and 
remote options for 

public comment 
hearings



Presumed proceeding locations
Proceeding Remote In Person

Proceedings where an interpreter is present 
Evidentiary Hearings 

Mediations 
Settlement Conferences 

Prehearing Conferences 
Telephone

Attorney Fee Hearings 
Teams

Motion Hearings 
Teams

Public Comment Hearings 
Webex

Parties may move the court to use an alternative location or remote option 
on a case-by-case basis.



Public Comment Hearings
 Presumed location: Webex

 Virtual attendance increases public participation

 One virtual contested case received 76 comments overall 
compared to 2 the prior year

 Parties may move the court to use an alternative location, 
including:
 In person
 Teams
 Hybrid



Face masks strongly recommended

 Face masks strongly 
recommended for in-person 
visitors

 Face masks required for OAH 
judges and staff during in-person 
proceedings

 Face masks may be temporarily 
removed while testifying or 
speaking in court 



Public comment 
portal



eComments
allows the 
public to

Rulemaking matters open for commentFind

Agencies’ rulemaking materials 
(e.g. proposed rules, applicable public notices, 
Statement of Need and Reasonableness, and 
related exhibits)

Download

Comments submitted by the public on 
pending rulemaking mattersReview

Comments on pending rulemaking 
mattersSubmit



eComments Feedback  

 Unprofessional

 Difficult to find and navigate 

 Designed like social media

 Does not combine all important 
information in one place 

 Does not create a report of all 
comments in the order received

 Provides central location

 Allows for a range of formality

 Promotes transparency by 
publishing comments in real 
time



Federal 
Comment Site 



Odyssey Fund 

 OAH created an Odyssey Fund to 
support a new public comment 
portal for Minnesota rulemaking.

 Six agencies have contributed a 
total of $350,000 to this project. 

Thank you!



What’s Next?

Now Later this year 2022

 Explore regulations.gov

 Consider how your 
agency & stakeholders 
might use and benefit 
from similar technology

 Think about your 
questions and feedback

 Gather agency 
feedback and formal
requirements 

 Engage with our project 
manager

 RFP publication and 
bidding process



Website refresh



Website Project  
What we heard

 Difficult to find rulemaking 
information

 Too many navigation menus

 Not enough filtering and search 
options

 Cursive font is hard to read

Our plan

 Organize content by audience 
instead of by topic

 Investigate improvements to 
Administrative Law Archives 
page

 Simplify language throughout



Stay connected

Hear from us:
GovDelivery 

Sign Up: mn.gov/oah

Keep in touch:
Send your 

questions and 
feedback by 

replying to our 
emails



Thank you!

mn.gov/oah


	OAH UpdateJenny StarrChief Administrative Law Judge
	Agenda
	Hiring Updates
	In-person and remote options for public comment hearings
	Presumed proceeding locations
	Public Comment Hearings
	Face masks strongly recommended
	Public comment portal
	eComments allows the public to
	eComments Feedback  
	Federal Comment Site 
	Odyssey Fund 
	What’s Next?
	Website refresh
	Website Project  
	Stay connected
	Thank you!



